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Startup tip misrepresents the GPL
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Status: Closed

Priority: Low

Assignee:

Category: Documentation and Help

Affected QGIS version:master Regression?: No

Operating System: All Easy fix?: No

Pull Request or Patch supplied:No Resolution:

Crashes QGIS or corrupts data:No Copied to github as #: 15416

Description

One of the startup tips says this (src\\app\\qgstipfactory.cpp):

  myTip.setContent( tr( "Quantum GIS is open source software." 

                        " This means that the software source code can be freely viewed" 

                        " and modified. The GPL places a restriction that any modifications" 

                        " you make must be made available to the Quantum GIS project, and" 

                        " that you can not create a new version of Quantum GIS under a" 

                        " 'closed source' license. Visit <a href=\\"http://qgis.org\\">" 

                        " the QGIS home page (http://qgis.org)</a> for more" 

                        " information." ) );

The GPL doesn't actually say that you need to make any changes available to the project, just that if anyone else receives your modified

version then you need to make the source changes available to them.

Yes, it is preferable for people to contribute their changes back to the project rather than keeping them to themselves.  But it would

probably be best not to spread misinformation by saying that they're required to...

Associated revisions

Revision e13946f5 - 2012-07-17 08:18 AM - Jürgen Fischer

fix #6053

History

#1 - 2012-07-16 11:19 PM - Jürgen Fischer

- Status changed from Open to Closed

Fixed in changeset commit:"e13946f53df420f2dda3644d6ca84477bcb61f6b".
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